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AL-GAILANI, NOORAH and SMITH, CHRIS    
The Islamic Year: Surahs, Stories and Celebrations (Crafts, Festivals and Family Activities) 
 
Aimed at school-age children and their parents, it is loaded with activities, crafts, recipes and 
stories to help children understand the meaning behind holiday traditions. The authors discuss 
some variations in holiday celebrations by Muslims around the world; in Turkey, Sufi whirling 
dances are performed during the evenings of Ramadan, while in Bangladesh, the wealthy give 
clothes to the poor. The book is imaginatively structured around the life of the prophet 
Muhammad, with holidays arranged as they relate to the prophet's life and work: his birth, his 
ascension, etc. The New Year's holiday (hijrah) is explained by pairing it with Muhammad's 
migration from Mecca to Medina. Not just for Muslims, this book offers helpful and accessible 
information for non-Muslim educators and parents who are interested in interfaith understanding. 
 
 
ALEXANDER, LLOYD     The Book of Three 
 
The tale of Taran, assistant pig keeper, has been entertaining young readers for generations. Set 
in the mythical land of Prydain, the book draws together the elements of the hero's journey from 
unformed boy to courageous young man. See other books in this series. 
 
 
APPLEGATE, KATHERINE    The One & Only Ivan 
 
Ivan, a gorilla, lives at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall & Video Arcade. He spends time creating art & 
has never misses his life in the jungle until Ruby, a baby elephant taken from her family joins the 
arcade. This moving & humorous book is the 2013 Newberry Award winner. 
 
 
BANKS, LYNNE     Indian in the Cupboard  
 
This is a witty, exciting and poignant fantasy tale about a nine-year-old English boy who 
accidentally brings to life his three-inch plastic Indian toy. Once the shock of the trick wears off, 
the boy begins to realize the immense responsibility involved in feeding, protecting and hiding a 
three-inch human being from another time (1870s) and culture.  
 
 
BASE, GRAEME     The Eleventh Hour: A Curious Mystery 
 
When Horace the Elephant decides to throw himself a party for his 11th birthday, he never 
suspects a crime will be committed by lunchtime. Who has stolen the birthday feast? As with any 
good mystery, everyone is guilty until proven innocent. The proof lies in the myriad clues 
embedded in each glorious illustration. Young sleuths will delight in decoding the complex 
messages that pop up in unexpected places 
 
BAUR, MARION DANE     A Bear Named Trouble 
 
Ten year old Jonathan’s father is a zookeeper at the Anchorage Zoo. Jonathan loves animals. 
One night, he crosses the path of a brown bear which he lures into the zoo with food. This leads 
to unforeseen problems & leads Jonathan to question his beliefs. See also Runt. 
 
 
 



 
BERLIN, ERIC     The Puzzling World of Winston Breen: The Potato Chip Puzzles 
 
Winston Breen likes to solve puzzles so he is surprised to find that an empty wooden box that he 
has given his little sister contains secret compartments full of words and letters.  He just has to 
figure where it came from and what it means.  
 
 
BETANCOURT, JEANNE     My Name is Brain Brian 
 
This book presents a sensitive portrait of a boy who struggles to hide his reading difficulty from 
his friends. A funny and appealing story based on the author’s personal experience. See other 
titles by this author. 
 
 
BOND, MICHAEL     A Bear Called Paddington  
 
A glance behind the mailbags at the Lost Property Office in Paddington Station leads to the 
discovery of an amazing and somewhat zany bear called Paddington, providing amusement and 
adventure for the Brown family. 
 
  
BOYCE, FRANK COTTRELL     Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Flies Again 
 
This is the sequel to Ian Fleming’s famous children’s story. The Tooting family finds an old 
engine that they put into their camper van. The engine once belonged to the original Chitty & she 
wants to be put back together. See also Ian Fleming’s Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. 
 
 
BROACH, ELISA     Masterpiece  
 
An artistic beetle and a boy are caught up in an art heist at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  
 
 
BRUCHAC, JOSEPH      Eagle Song 
 
This story of the difficulties a young boy faces after he leaves the reservation offers an 
unromanticized view of Native American culture and gives a subtle lesson of the meaning of 
daily courage. 
 
 
BYARS, BETSY     The Midnight Fox 
 
A city boy, bored spending the summer at his uncle’s farm, becomes fascinated and deeply 
involved with a black fox and her pups that are in danger.  
 
 
CATLING, PATRICK     The Chocolate Touch  
 
Greedy John Midas finds a strange coin with which he buys a special piece of chocolate. Upon 
eating the delicious candy, he finds that he has acquired the chocolate touch. John is delighted by 
his new ability until he mistakenly turns Mom into chocolate, too.  



 
CHRISTOPHER, MATT     The Hit-Away Kid 
 
This popular sports story author offers up this exciting book about a young boy who learns an 
important lesson after cheating at baseball. See other titles by this author including Football 
Nightmare and The Kid Who Only Hit Homers. 
 
 
CLEMENTS, ANDREW     Frindle 
 
Nicholas is a bright boy who likes to make trouble at school, creatively. When he decides to 
torment his fifth-grade English teacher, Mrs. Granger (who is just as smart as he is), by getting 
everyone in the class to replace the word “pen'' with “frindle,'' he unleashes a series of events that 
rapidly spins out of control. 
 
 
CLEMENTS, ANDREW     No Talking 
 
A noisy class of 5th graders takes a pledge that they will not speak for 48 hours.  This causes 
problems when they have to rehearse for the school play. 
 
 
COHEN, BARBARA      Molly’s Pilgrim 
 
As Molly nears her first Thanksgiving in America, she doesn’t find much to be thankful for. The 
children in her new school make fun of her, but they have a very big lesson to learn; the true 
meaning of Thanksgiving.  
 
 
 COPSY, SUSAN     Children Just Like Me 
 
Published to coincide with UNICEF's fiftieth anniversary, a celebration of children around the 
world is based upon interviews with young people from all walks of life and reveals their diverse 
cultural backgrounds and universal similarities. 
 
 
CREECH, SHARON     Love That Dog 
 
This funny, sweet, original short novel written in free verse, introduces us to an endearingly 
unassuming, straight-talking boy who discovers the powers and pleasures of poetry. 
 
 
CRISP, MARTY     White Star: A Dog on the Titanic 
 
When the ship strikes an iceberg, Sam, a 12-year-old boy, and Star, a dog, must struggle for 
survival. 
 
 
DA COSTA, DEBORAH     Snow In Jerusalem 
 
An Arab boy & a Jewish boy must come to a peaceful solution when they share a fluffy, white 
cat in the walled city of Jerusalem. 



 
DANESHVARI, GITTY     School of Fear 
 
Four children are sent to an unconventional school to overcome their phobias but when tragedy 
strikes, they must face their fears without adult supervision. 
 
 
DENNIS, MAJOR BRIAN Nubs: The True Story of a Mutt, a Marine, and a Miracle 
 
Nubs, a dog, became the friend of Major Dennis when he was stationed in Iraq.  When Major 
Dennis was relocated 70 miles away, he thought he would never see Nubs again.  But Nubs had 
other ideas. 
 
 
DI CAMILLO, KATE     The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane 
 
This is the sometimes happy, sometimes heartbreaking story of a porcelain rabbit that is 
separated from his owner and travels from family to family. 
 
 
ENRIGHT, ELIZABETH     The Saturdays  
 
The four Melendy children organize a Saturday Club. They pool their allowances so that each, in 
turn, can go on an adventure.  
 
  
ENZENSBERGER, HANS     The Number Devil: A Mathematical Adventure 
 
Self-described math-phobe Robert begins having surreal dreams in which he encounters a 
number devil, who teaches him, just for starters, the crucial importance of zero and how to make 
all numbers out of ones. More difficult concepts are deliberately repeated in several dreams; 
occasional additional problems are provided for greater challenges.  
 
 
ERDRICH, LOUISE   The Birchbark House 
 
In 1847, Omaykayas lives on an island in Lake Superior. In the summer, her family moves to a 
house built of birchbark. With a mystical belief system, Omaykayas draws readers totally into 
the life of an Ojibwa girl - including tragedies wrought and brought by the encroaching white 
people. 
 
 
FLEISCHMAN, PAUL  Weslandia 
 
Wesley is a nerd. Like many nerds, he is clever. With a little magical help, his summer project 
blossoms - literally - into his own civilization dubbed, "Weslandia." This alternate world is 
thoroughly beguiling - even to former tormenters. 
 
 
 



 
 
FLEMMING, CANDACE     Boxes for Katje 
 
After World War II, Rosie, a girl in Indiana, sends Katje’s family, in Holland, care packages. 
These are greatly appreciated in the war torn country.  The book is based on a true story. 
 
 
FLEMMING, CANDACE     The Fabled Fourth Graders of Aesop Elementary School 
 
This lucky fourth grade’s teacher, Mr. Jupiter, wears a Mayan-ceremonial robe, as he leads them 
through some outrageous situations that turn into modern day fables. 
 
 
FRITZ, JEAN     And Then What Happened. Paul Revere?  
 
This book is a humorous, fast paced story that is historically accurate and at the same time too 
exciting to put down. See other titles by this author.  
 
 
GRAHAME, KENNETH     The Wind in the Willows 
 
This is one of the best-loved children's books of all time. The timeless story of Toad, Rat, Mole, 
and Badger, brought to vivid life by Ernest H. Shepard's illustrations, has delighted readers of all 
ages for more than eighty years.  
 
 
HAHN, MARY DOWNING     Wait Till Helen Comes: A Ghost Story 
 
In this book, Molly, her brother, mother, new stepfather & his daughter, Heather, move to a new 
home. Molly feels tension with Heather but when they find an old graveyard, Heather becomes 
possessed by a ghost. Molly must save her. See also The Doll in the Garden. 
 
 
HALE, BRUCE     The Hamster of the Baskervilles: From the  
                               Tattered Casebook of Chet Gecko, Private Eye 
 
When classrooms start turning up trashed and rumors of a mysterious giant "were-hamster" are 
whispered in the halls of Emerson Hicky Elementary, Chet Gecko, fourth-grade detective, 
swings into action. 
 
 
HAMILTON, VIRGINIA     Cousins  
 
Commie's intense dislike for her spoiled perfect cousin, Patty Ann, turns to guilt when Patty Ann 
accidentally drowns.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
HENKES, KEVIN     The Zebra Wall 
 
The Vorlab family is getting ready for the new baby. Since 10-year-old Adine already has four 
younger sisters she is used to the routine. But when bossy Aunt Irene shows up to help, things 
don’t go according to plan. 
 
 
HUNTER, SARA HOAGLAND     The Unbreakable Code 
 
John, a young Navajo, is frightened to leave his lifelong home on the reservation and move to 
Minnesota with his mother and new stepfather. The boy's grandfather tells the story of how he 
and other Navajos were recruited by the Marines and developed a message code based on their 
native language that helped the U.S. in the Pacific during World War II. After the story, John 
feels less tentative about his move because his grandfather "taught him who he was and what he 
would always have with him." 
 
 
HORVATH, POLLY     Everything on a Waffle 
 
Following the disappearance of both her parents in a typhoon, Primrose copes with a cast of 
buffoonish adults: the woolly-minded Miss Perfidy, the dotty school counselor Miss Honeycut, 
the mean Mr. and Mrs. Cantina of the general store. Aided by her big-talking dreamer uncle and 
the friendship of restaurateur Miss Bowzer, Primrose retains an unshakable belief that her 
parents are castaways and will return. 
 
 
KIPLING, RUDYARD     Just So Stories 
 
How did the camel get his hump? How did the leopard get his spots? How did the elephant get 
his trunk?  For one hundred years, these classic tales -- drawn from the oral storytelling traditions 
of India and Africa and filled with mischievously clever animals and people -- have entertained 
young and old alike with the answers. 
 
 
LAWSON, ROBERT     Ben and Me  
 
Could it be that a little mouse named Amos was the guiding light in Benjamin Franklin's life?  
Read this fictionalized biography of one of Philadelphia's most distinguished citizens. See also 
Rabbit Hill by the same author. 
 
 
LINDGREN, ASTRID     Pippi Longstocking  
 
Great fun and rollicking adventure with the famous mini being with the twinkling eye, lilting 
voice and rather mysterious background can be found in this classic. See also other titles in the 
same series 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LOWRY, LOIS      The Willoughbys 
 
In this story, reminiscent of Grimm’s fairy tales, the four Willoughby children are abandoned by 
their neglectful parents. Darkly humorous, it will be a hit with Lemony Snicket fans. 
 
 
MACDONALD, GEORGE     The Princess and the Goblin 
 
In this classic Victorian fantasy, a princess and a poor boy named Curdie work together to save 
their kingdom from a band of goblins. See other titles in this series. 
 
 
MACLACHAN, PATRICIA      Sarah, Plain and Tall  
 
When their father invites a mail-order bride to come live with them in their prairie home, Caleb 
and Anna are captivated by her and hope that she will stay.   
 
  
MCKINLEY, ROBIN     Rose Daughter 
 
In a fresh retelling of Beauty and the Beast, by the critically acclaimed author of Beauty, Beauty 
enters a terrifying new world, finding comfort in the palace's stunning greenhouse and restoring 
life to the Beast's lonely home. 
 
 
MARTIN, RAFE     The World Before This One: A Novel Told in Legend 
 
Crow is a Seneca boy coming of age in a time of war, in a time before stories. Cast out of the 
tribe, Crow finds the Storytelling Stone, which shares tales of the long ago time. 
 
 
MORTENSON, GREG    Listen to the Wind 
 
A children’s book that tells the story of Greg Mortenson’s promise to build a school in a remote 
Himalayan village after the villagers saved his life. 
 
 
MUTH, JON     Zen Shorts 
 
Stillwater, the panda, shares an afternoon of relaxing fun with each of three children; he also 
shares Zen stories, which give the children new views about the world and about each other.  
 
 
NELSON, KADIR     We Are the Ship 
 
This is the story of the Negro League whose unsung heroes overcame segregation, hatred, 
terrible conditions, and low pay to do the thing they loved – play baseball. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
NORTH, STERLING     Rascal  
 
Sterling North, novelist, critic, biographer and naturalist, has authored more than 30 books that 
have been translated into 50 languages. Rascal allows us to relive his happy boyhood adventures 
with a most remarkable and mischievous raccoon.  
 
 
NORTON, MARY     The Borrowers  
 
A boy befriends one of the people in a miniature world where the inhabitants, mysterious, tiny 
people no taller than a pencil, live in quiet old houses and skillfully borrow what they need.  See 
other titles in this series.  
 
 
PIMM, NANCY ROE     Colo’s Story: The Life of One Grand Gorilla 
 
Colo was the first gorilla born into captivity. Born in 1956 at the Columbus Zoo, she survived a 
tuberculosis scare there & grew to have her own offspring. She is currently the oldest gorilla in 
captivity. 
 
 
PRELUTSKY, JACK      The Frogs Wore Red Suspenders 
 
Here are twenty-eight lighthearted poems, many of which invoke place names in the United 
States. 
 
 
RIORDAN, RICK     The Lightning Thief 
 
Percy Jackson finds he is the son of a mortal woman & Poseidon, god of the sea. Now, he must 
stop a war between the gods of Mount Olympus. See other titles in this series. 
 
  
SACHAR, LOUIS     Stories from Wayside School 
 
The Wayside series is funny, engaging book, rich in language and mathematics, and appealing to 
children of varying ages. See other titles in this series. 
 
 
SEIDLER, TOR     Gully’s Travels 
 
A pampered Lhasa Apso travels between Paris and Manhattan with his master until his master 
falls in love with an allergic woman and he gives Gully to his doorman.  This chaotic new life 
leads Gully to escape and become a transatlantic traveler on his own. 
 
 
SELZNICK, BRIAN     The Houdini Box 
 
Young Victor is a huge fan of the famous escape artist & magician, Harry Houdini. At a chance 
meeting, he is given a mysterious box. Does it hold the secret to Houdini’s great escapes? 



 
 
 
 
SELZNICK, BRIAN     The Invention of Hugo Cabret 
 
Half written story & half unforgettable illustrations, this book tells the story of a young orphan 
living in a Paris train station who must figure out a mystery involving a friend, Isabelle, an 
automaton that draws & a toy dealer. See also Wonderstruck. 
 
 
SEWELL, ANNA     Black Beauty  
 
Black Beauty, a sleek young colt of rare beauty and sensitivity, becomes the storyteller as 
readers learn of the events of his life in nineteenth century England, his early house, his 
breaking-in, the excitement of saving his master's life, life in London and his touching devotion 
to Ginger, Merry Legs and Captain. 
  
 
SNYDER, ZILPHA KEATLEY   The Egypt Game 
 
A group of friends start to play “the Egypt Game” behind an old curio shop. They wear 
costumes, hold ceremonies & design a secret code until strange happenings begin to affect each 
member. 
 
 
STAMPER, JUDITH  BAUR     Eco Dogs: Dog Heroes       
 
Eco dogs work for ecologists to help save endangered animals & their habitats. The book  
introduces several dogs & explores their tasks. See also Baghdad Pups. 
 
 
STILTON, GERONIMO     Lost Treasure of the Emerald Eye 
  
A series about a mouse that runs a newspaper but his true passion is writing tales of adventure 
and telling stories to his nephew, Benjamin. See others in the series. 
 
 
STRUM, JAMES     Adventures in Cartooning 
 
A very entertaining read, this is a graphic novel about a princess who needs to be saved from a 
dragon but the book also gives how to instructions for drawing your very own graphic novel. 
 
 
TAYLOR, MILDRED     The Gold Cadillac 
 
Set in the 60’s, this book is about two sisters who are excited about a journey from Ohio to 
Mississippi in their father’s new car. They learn a difficult lesson as they travel south. See also 
The Well by the same author.  
 
 
 



 
VAN CLEVE, KATHLEEN     Drizzle 
 
A mysterious drought cloud causes things to wilt on 11-year old Polly’s family’s magical 
rhubarb farm. Polly must find a way to save it. 
 
 
VAN LEEUWEN, JEAN     Bound For Oregon 
 
Based on the "original account of Mary Ellen Todd's Oregon Trail journey," this first-person 
novel recounts a family's adventures as they travel by covered wagon in 1852. Nine-year-old 
Mary Ellen narrates the story, which begins with her reluctance to leave Arkansas and her 
beloved grandma and ends with the family's first Christmas in their new home. 
 
 
WELLS, ROSEMARY     Lincoln and His Boys 
 
This short book is a portrait showing the fatherly side of the President and his delight in his sons, 
Willie and Taddie. 
 
 
WOODSON, JAQUELINE     Coming on Home Soon 
 
Ada Ruth's mama must go away to Chicago to work, leaving Ada Ruth and Grandma behind. It's 
wartime, and women are needed to fill the men's jobs. As winter sets in, Ada Ruth and her 
grandma keep up their daily routine, missing Mama all the time.                                                               
 
 
YEP, LAURENCE     The Rainbow People 
 
A collection of Chinese folk tales that were passed down by word of mouth by old timers newly 
settled in the United States. 
 
 
YEP, LAWRENCE     City of Fire 
 
The first book in the series, Scirye hopes to avenge her sister’s death & recover a sacred treasure. 
An action packed adventure full of dragons in human form, reincarnations of Chinese warriors, 
Japanese folk creatures & goddesses in disguise. See other titles in the series
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